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Latino Student
Union to begin
agency process
ASHLEY MARTINEZ
Contributing Writer

Alfonso Yec/The Beacon

PIKE members Daniel Jaramillo and Josh Morales (left to right) advertise their upcoming ‘PIKE Fright Night’
this Friday at the PIKE house.

The doors have opened for
the Latino Student Union to
become an agency.
After a senate session
with the Student Government
Council at the Modesto Maidique Campus last Monday,
LSU was granted agency
status, with 14 of the senators voting in favor and 8 of
the senators voting against the
resolution.
Though the Senate was
provided with a full business
plan from the LSU, there were
still many questions, such as
errors presented in the plan and
the belief that the organization
needed more experience.
Svetlana Tyutina, senator
for the Graduate and Professional Student Committee,

believed that the lack of
membership presented in the
plan was something to take
into consideration for the final
decision.
“The idea is really great
but I don’t see anywhere in
the plan something that speaks
to increase the membership
and…there is nothing about
reaching different types of
groups,” Tyutina said.
Moses Aluicio, senator for
the College of Law, seconded
Tyutina by saying that the
recruitment of people was
very important.
“Everybody is always going
to be interested until they have
to dedicate a certain time or
start going to certain meetings... 200 or 300 people that
sign up on a sheet of paper is

SEE LATINO, PAGE 2

Study Abroad takes students to the Amazon
JACQUELINE ROSADO
Staff Writer
University students can work
with an indigenous community in the
Amazon.
The University’s Study Abroad
program has worked with the indigenous community in Peru for several
years on development and cultural
projects that will help benefit the
indigenous community. Students
can now apply to the Study Abroad

Program in the Amazons in Peru for
summer 2013.
The program, Peru, Honors
Amazon Program 2013, differs from
other programs because it consists of
a new model called service research,
which is where students do more
than take classes. They experience
a different culture. Students will be
involved in a project that will benefit
the community by tackling environmental and social issues. They will
also be able to interact with the indig-

enous peoples.
Amazon program co-director,
James Riach, has been going to Peru
since 1996.
According to Riach, the issues
that the Peruvian Amazons are
confronted with are epic droughts,
epic flooding, overexploitation of
natural resources, areas threatened by
climate change, loss of land and loss
of culture.
Riach said these are issues that are
not only affecting the environment,

but affecting the people that live
there as well, specifically those by
the Orosa River. Concerns have been
expressed by native and non-native
people that live by the river.
Students who participate in the
program spend 22 days at the Madre
Selva Biological Station on the Orosa
River during the summer B semester.
They will be communicating with
and living among communities of
indigenous and Mestizo peoples that
are scattered throughout the area.

Some of the program’s interests include securing territorial
rights, protecting natural resources,
improving health and access to health
care, strengthening native culture and
economic development.
Riach said the program’s solution
would be a rights-based conservation
project of the entire Orosa watershed.
According to Riach, they want
to improve the region’s biodiversity,

SEE AMAZON, PAGE 2

Non-muslims embrace culture at University
CONSUELO NARANJO
Staff Writer
Colorful fabrics cover their heads and white
robes hide unrevealed mysteries. Islamic faith
followers keep their traditions in Miami, a cosmopolitan city full of diversity.
According to The Miami Herald, the global
Muslim population is 1.6 billion, being the
world’s second-largest religion after Christianity.
Approximately 100,000 Muslims live in South
Florida and 80 percent are descendent or come
from migration, most of them from Hispanic
countries and 20 percent from conversions.
Veronica Cañas is one of them. As a junior

studying religious studies at the Univeristy, she
affirms that in Islam, she found her spiritual path.
Cañas was raised in a Christian family and after
years of searching and traveling abroad to Mid
Eastern countries, such as Dubai and India, she
decide to convert to Islam at the age of 18.
“I was searching for something different,” said
Cañas. Four years later, she is trying to incorporate Miami’s live style into her religious beliefs. ”
In the beginning, the transition from one religion
to the other was difficult; however, I surrounded
myself with an open-minded community,” said
Cañas.

SEE MSA, PAGE 4

Sana Ullah/The Beacon

2

The Beacon – Friday, October 26, 2012

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Auto bailout could be key
to Obama victory in Ohio
PHILIP ELLIOTT
AP Staff
President Barack Obama’s decision to help America’s automakers
could end up being what helps drive
him back into the White House.
Some 850,000 jobs in this critical
battleground state are tied to autos
and Obama’s campaign constantly
reminds voters they’d be jobless if
not for the decision to inject taxpayer
dollars into General Motors and
Chrysler. However, the move has
not translated into automatic support
for the president, even in areas that
depend on the industry. Republican Mitt Romney also is pitching
these voters hard with his message
that Obama hasn’t balanced Washington’s checkbook the same way
voters must.
One in eight jobs in Ohio can be
linked to the auto industry - whether
it’s working on a factory floor or
selling groceries to plant workers.
The presidential race’s outcome

www.fiusm.com

NEWS

could boil down to whether voters
interpret Obama’s move as saving
Detroit or bailing it out. But like other
flashpoints in this rough campaign,
there is little middle ground between
the versions of events and what it
means for voters’ neighbors.
“I couldn’t imagine what Lordstown would be,” said Brian Axiotis,
a 37-year-old Obama supporter who
works in information technology
and lives in nearby Newton Falls. “A
lot of folks would lose their houses.
Consider the mess that would have
resulted. It’d be a ghost town all over
the area.”
Since its restructuring, the
General Motors plant in this town of
4,000 people southeast of Cleveland
has added a third shift - and 1,200
new workers with it - to produce the
popular compact Chevy Cruze. GM
has pledged $220 million in updates
to the factory and to keep the 4,500
workers, suggesting this town in the
former steel-heavy Mahoning Valley
has some stability ahead.

GRILLIN’ IT

Alfonso Yec/The Beacon

Sigma Kappa member, Ariana Flores, sophomore, public relations major, on the grill, making burgers
and hotdogs during EK’s ‘Sea Coast Cook Off’ to raise funds towards the sea coast mission. The money
goes to northern communities that suffer from harsh winters.

Panthers to serve amazonian communities
AMAZON, PAGE 1
meaning that the University’s faculty and students will address
the environmental issues the region faces not only to improve the
environment, but to also improve the lives of the people living
there, tackling health and culture issues.
“We want our students to feel accomplished and awarded for
the things they’re doing over there,” Riach said.
The program is an asset-based conservation program,
meaning that the faculty and students will be studying and using
the community’s traditional practices to conserve the resources
within that region which the natives will benefit from, according
to Riach.
“We aim to give the University’s students an incredible experience to build confidence, get ready for the real world, learn
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about indigenous communities and just be exposed to what
is out there,” said Devon Graham, also an Amazon program
co-director.
Riach and Graham started the program in the summer of
2008. According to Riach, the idea of this program came to him
in 2005, when he was doing work in Ecuador.
When Riach found out about the work Graham was doing
in Peru through Project Amazonas, a non-profit organization,
he was invited to go on one of the organization’s medical clinic
trips.
This project gave him the idea to start a development institute
in Peru. The project is a way of bringing in students and faculty
that would continuously work on issues that impact the environment and the community.
The program is now housed under the Honors College.
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Riach expressed his concerns on how people need to give
more attention to regions like the Amazons and he thinks the
University’s journalists should join them in their program to
cover the issues that occur in the region.
“Investigative journalism down there would be a service
because there isn’t enough awareness on these controversial
issues,” Riach said.
Graham agreed, saying, “There’s always something to write
about over there, especially human interest stories.”
Riach said that a student does not have to be in the Honors
College to participate.
Information on how to apply can be found on the University’s
Study Abroad website.

Latino Student Union
approved for agency status

LATINO, PAGE 1
impressive but is not representative of an
agency that will be long-lasting,” Aluicio
said.
Alex Castro, vice president of
SGC-MMC, added that the organization
had recruited over 100 students during the
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While there is still
plenty of work to do to
reach our present goal,
we know that the
University wants us and
needs us on campus.
Richard Benitez,
Vice President
Latino Student Union

summer.
Anthony Mercado, senator for the
College of Arts and Sciences, said that it
was important to give the organization an
opportunity for the University’s benefit.
“The ultimate goal as an involved
student is to foster community growth
and engagement. It’s more about of what
we can do here right now to grow the
University... creating things that will draw
students,” Mercado said.
LSU was approved through Senate
Resolution 1222, which officially starts
the process towards becoming an agency.
Richard Benitez, vice president of the
Latino Student Union, said they all are
“heartened” at the approval.
“While there is still plenty of work to
do to reach our present goal, we know that
the University wants us and needs us on
campus,” Benitez said. “In the future, we
will all be able to look back and see this
as a sincere effort on the part of SGA to
serve towards the advancement of the over
61 percent of Latinos on campus and the
student body as a whole.”
-news@fiusm.com
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A happy hour
isn’t such a
bad idea
MARIO GARCIA
Contributing Writer

Illustration by Christian Spencer/The Beacon

SPECIAL TO THE BEACON

Wall of Wind: A Tool for
Enhancing Hurricane Resilience
ARINDAM CHOWDHURY
Faculty Senate
On Aug. 24, the day that marked
the twentieth anniversary of Hurricane
Andrew, the University unveiled the
nation’s first university research facility
that can simulate Category 5 hurricane
winds -- the 12-fan Wall of Wind.
The 12-fan Wall of Wind is a major
research facility operated by the University’s International Hurricane Research
Center and Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.
This facility is part of the Andrew
legacy as IHRC was established through
the Hurricane Andrew We Will Rebuild
effort.
The 12-fan system and its instrumentation were funded by the state, the federal
government and other private sources.
The 12-fan WOW cost was approximately

$8 million.
The new facility is helping researchers
to come very close to recreating Andrew in
a controlled and repeatable environment.
The research can help mitigate damage in
coastal communities in the path of hurricanes in the U.S. and around the globe.
The University’s wind engineering
research team has already had a significant
impact in mitigating hurricane damage
by enhancing building codes, validating
innovative mitigation technologies and
developing new materials.
Recommendations made as a result of
WOW research and testing were published
in the 2010 Florida Building Code.
The new code provisions are geared
toward decreasing the vulnerability of
roofs and rooftop equipment such as air
conditioning units.
The 12-fan WOW is powered by electric fan-motor units and controlled by two

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Have something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum)
to jonathan.szydlo@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC
124. With your letter, be sure to include your name, major, year, and copy of your
student ID. The Beacon will only run one letter a month from any individual.

variable frequency drives. With a total of
8,400 horsepower behind the 12 fans, the
WOW can generate winds of up to 157
mph.
The WOW allows researchers, businesses, government agencies and industry
to test and analyze how structures and
products perform in various hurricane
conditions; this helps in developing better
design and retrofitting techniques.
The 12-fan WOW has been more
than five years in the making. In 2007,
the University’s wind engineering team
assembled its prototype two-fan mobile
unit, which could generate 120 mph winds
with a water-injection system simulating
wind-driven rain.
This paved the way for building a
bigger RenaissanceRe six-fan Wall of
Wind. The 6-fan system was capable of
generating up to 115 mph winds engulfing
single-story structures.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions presented within this page do not represent the views
of The Beacon Editorial Board. These views are separate from editorials and reflect individual perspectives of contributing writers and/or
members of the University community.

Having a few drinks with coworkers or friends
after a long day is a prized tradition for many.
Whether you just got off a long shift or just finished
an exam, many of us look forward to unwinding at
the day’s end.
More importantly, cheap drinks are a commodity
greatly appreciated by students—particularly those
like myself, short on cash with part-time jobs and a
long list of expenses, like college payments or car
repair.
When FIU announced the arrival of the Chili’s
Too Bar & Grill located in the Graham Center at the
Modesto Maidique Campus, many students and staff
were excited to enjoy some good food and maybe a
few drinks right on campus. But if you ask for the
happy hour specials, a tragedy awaits: no happy
hour.
The usual happy hour special at a Chili’s is the
highly advertised 2-for-1 margaritas. According to
employees at Chili’s Too, however, one word sums
up why this deal is not available: liability.
The average undergraduate student is 18 to 22
years of age, with the latter half of that range having
turned 21 and only recently being able to legally
purchase an alcoholic beverage. According to an
anonymous bartender at the Chili’s Too, the issue is
that 2-for-1 specials can be abused: get one drink
for yourself and subtly pass on the other to your
underage friend.
Moreover, they believe that if you recently began
drinking legally, you probably don’t know how to
hold your liquor.
It’s a fair concern, but there are ways to work
around the probability of any of this happening. For
one, most of the bars I frequent require the servers
to check every one’s I.D., regardless of whether
someone only orders a glass of water.
If someone isn’t 21, then deny the service.
You might also say that they can order from a
bartender and then sit back down at their table, but
some places don’t accept orders at the bar if the
person is being attended by a server already. This
could also easily be implemented, too.
The argument that won’t suffice, however, is the
suggestion that students may decide to skip class just
to get a little tipsy, or may drink a few cheap margaritas and get plastered before showing up to class. But
who’s to say that students wouldn’t just do this at
another place and risk driving, intoxicated, back to
campus? Did I forget to mention they have Margarita
Mondays, where you can get half off margaritas all
day long—making the last scenario just as possible?
Although liability is a valid response, getting rid
of happy hour altogether just seems like a lazy way
of dealing with issue.
-opinion@fiusm.com

EDITORIAL POLICY
Editorials are the unified voice of the editorial board, which is composed
of the editor in chief, management, and the editors of each of the five
sections. The Beacon welcomes any letters regarding or in response to its
editorials. Send them to jonathan.szydlo@fiusm.com.
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GO GREEN

FIU considered for top vegan-friendly university
KATHERINE LEPRI
Contributing Writer
The increase of millions of vegetarians
and vegans across the United States can
now also be felt in colleges and universities across the nation.
“It has been steadily growing.
According to our polls, vegetarians and
vegans now make up about five percent
of the country’s population,” said John
Cunningham, of The Vegetarian Resource
Group, a nationally recognized organization in Baltimore. “That’s a 500 percent
increase since our first poll in 1994, so the
total overall number has been increasing.
It is approximately 15 million people.”
Out of those 15 million, vegetarians
and vegan communities are booming
at schools like the University, where
substantial improvements for vegetarian
and vegan choices have come to dining
services.
“We have several vegan items that are
rotated on the menu such as the tofu pho,
Moroccan vegetable stew, gazpacho salad
and southwest penne with black bean, to
name a few,” said Celia Izaguirre, coordinator of Panther Dining at the Office

The vegan revolution is in full swing and
nowhere is that more evident than at Florida
International University and other schools
around the country.
Marta Holmberg
Associate Director
Peta2

of University Sustainability. “The Fresh
Food Company can make substitutions for
those customers with special needs such as
vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free diets.”
A guide to help vegans and vegetarians
find options to suit their diet in both The
Fresh Food Company and over 20 other
retail locations on campus will roll out
later this month, according to Izaguirre.
Panther Dining calls the Thai curry
noodles with tofu, curried lentils with
sweet potatoes, and tofu pho soup popular
favorites on the menu. In addition, vegan
grab-and-go items such as the fresh avocado-hummus sandwich are provided for

students in a hurry.
The biggest hit, said Izaguirre, has been
the raw vegan cookies made with oatmeal,
nuts and fruits.
The University also offers vegancooking classes at The Fresh Food
Company for students to show how
helpful and delicious vegan options can
be. Recipes that will be demonstrated
during this semester include garbanzo
patties and carrot hot dogs.
Martin Jensen, a sophomore law
student on a completely plant-based diet,
was not aware of the vegan options in the
dining hall.

“Tropical Smoothie is right next to
the law school so that’s where I go,” said
Jensen. “The bean, rice and vegetable
wrap is the most filling.”
But Jensen said he is looking forward
to eating at the dining hall.
“It’s really nice to know that this is an
option and for people to be more openminded towards it,” says Jensen, who
hopes more students will give vegetarianism a try.
“It’s possible to enjoy a meal without
any animal products,” he said.
Panther Dining also joined the “Meatless Monday” campaign which encourages students to forgo any meat products
on Mondays.
“The vegan revolution is in full swing
and nowhere is that more evident than at
Florida International University and other
schools across the country,” said Marta
Holmberg, peta2 associate director.
“The best way that students can fortify
their health for a tough year of hitting the
books, protect the environment, and save
animals’ lives, at the same time, is to go
vegan,” Holmberg said.
-life@fiusm.com

MSA event brings awareness to the
‘Medea,’
while
University about Muslim culture
true to the story,
is modernized
THEATRE

cally abused for being different.”
Being the minority in middle and
high school was not an impediment
when following the Islamic religion
and culture for Usman Khan, president of the Muslim Student Association at the University. Born in
Pakistan, Usman Khan feels confident about his beliefs and heritage.
He is also looking forward
to eliminating misconceptions
regarding Muslim culture and religion by creating a series of events
open to the public, such as the
Hijab-a-Thon, where participants
were able to interact closer to the
Islamic culture and traditions by
wearing the hijab for a day.
“FIU is a diverse community
with people from all over the
Photos by Sana Ullah/The Beacon
world.
We want to share our beliefs,
MSA hosted an open mic dinner and invited students to share their experiences.
culture, food and religion, meanof class, I explain to my students while breaking stereotypes,” said
MSA, PAGE 1
why I favor Islam as my religion Usman Khan.
Naima Khan-Ghany, an FIU and the true meaning behind the
Participating in this event was a
alumna, explained how difficult it Hijab.”
life-changing experience for Sheila
is to practice Islam and wear the
She also reinforces her role as Vakharia, a social welfare graduate
hijab (the traditional head covering) a women’s rights defender. “I am student originally from India.
in a society that, even though it’s a Muslim woman. I will never let
“Being in someone’s shoes for a
multicultural and diverse, is also anyone oppress me or discriminate day and learning more about their
full of stereotypes against Muslim me,” said Khan-Ghany.
culture behind the stereotypes made
communities and women. “We need
With tears in her eyes, Irum me value and respect mine and
to develop a tolerant society where Khan, a freshman student majoring others’ culture,” said Vakharia.
people cannot judge you by the in biology, shared her pain as
“People should be more accepting
way you look. The hijab represents a consequence of bullying and without judging. Wearing the hijab
more than a religion or culture; it is discrimination throughout her years was a unique experience. I was able
a symbol of internal and spiritual in high school.
to understand a little bit more the
beauty,” said Khan-Ghany.
“People judged me and stereo- Muslim woman lifestyle, culture
As an elementary school teacher, typed me without even knowing and religion. It was a challenge,
Khan-Ghany also suffered from who I was. I am proud of wearing the but I really admire women who, no
discrimination by her students. hijab and showing my heredity and matter what, are proud of who they
“After 9/11, I was labeled as a background. I love my culture and are and of what they believe.”
terrorist for the simple fact of being religion,” said Irum Khan. “People
a Muslim. Now, since the first day should not be mentally and physi-life@fiusm.com

ALFREDO APARICIO
Staff Writer
The distorted, shattered world of a mother who
murders her children after her husband leaves her to marry
another woman will take center stage in the Department
of Theatre’s last production of the Fall semester, Euripides’ “Medea.”
The adaptation, written and directed by Marilyn Skow,
chair and artistic director, while faithful to the original
work, has modernized the action by adding psychological depth to the title character, creating new scenes and
striving to stay grounded in the reality of the situation
despite its heavy use of dark magic and mysticism.
Exploring the foundations of Medea’s psychological
state began with Skow’s research into cases involving
mothers killing their children, 200 of those cases occurring yearly in the U.S. as well as thousands more across
the planet.
“The reasons why they do it are as varied as the number
of cases there are. Just one of the difficulties a mother
faces is that you are a parent forever; it’s not something
you can just pick up when you want and drop when it
is inconvenient or too stressful. Some mothers come to
this realization too late and are not able to cope with it,”
Skow said.
Skow was careful in constructing Medea’s interaction
with her children as she descends into a full mental and
physical breakdown during the course of the play, particularly, her feelings of despair when she comes to terms
with the fact that she has sent her children to their deaths
by involving them in her plot to get even with Jason.
“I wanted her to be as devastated as Jason is about the
children’s deaths,” Skow said. “She will have succeeded
in her plan to destroy Jason, but I don’t want her to be
triumphant or happy about it.”
One of the scenes that has been added, which depicts a

SEE MEDEA, PAGE 5
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‘Medea’ explores psychology behind moms who kill
MEDEA, PAGE 4
picnic in which Medea seduces Jason and gets to have her
children stay in the palace to deliver the poison gifts that
will kill Creusa, reveals how Medea and Jason used to
be and how they once had something close to the perfect
family.
“I thought it was a lovely place to stop from all the
horror and trauma and give me a chance to show that
while she’s a monster, she has genuine feelings, even if
those feelings are calculated,” Skow said. “Her brain is
starting to crack as she is forced into this decision, but
she’s very much governed by her passions and will not
allow herself to be the laughing stock of Greece.”
Julissa Perez, a senior in Bachelor of Fine Arts performance, who has previously been in The House of the
Spirits and For Colored Girls, will tackle the role of
Medea and has developed the psychological aspects of
the character by looking at cases similar to the ones Skow
researched.
“As an actor you shouldn’t judge your character, all
the actions need to be justified,” Perez said. “Jason was
the one that killed everyone, but Medea was the one that
got her hands dirty. There’s a part in the play, when she
[Medea] says that she would do it again for him if he
asked her, and I can’t believe you would do these things
unless your love was powerful enough.”
Exploring the role has also changed Perez’s perception of Medea, who she previously saw as crazy. Perez
realized that Medea is completely sane and aware of her
actions.

“To the Greek audience, Jason would have been seen
as the villain; he’s the one who broke his oath to Medea
and that’s the equivalent of killing your family,” Perez
said.
One of the ways Perez has built her connection to
Medea and her justifications was by working closely with
Lucas Hood, who will play Jason. Together they sat down
and talked about what happened in happier times before
the play to start building a bond between the characters
because they aren’t on stage together for much of the play.
“We’re very comfortable with each other so we’ve
been able to develop the relationship organically,” Perez
said.
Perez has also taken some of her personality and
worked it into Medea’s psychosis and behavior, especially her strength and ability to speak her mind.
The off-kilter world of Medea’s mind will also be on
stage literally as the set design will include a raked stage,
which slopes toward the audience and will be shifted
diagonally creating a dynamic that will enable multiple
actors to be on stage at the same time or behind each
without blocking one another, in the form of a framed
broken mirror incorporated into the floor plan.
The ideas for the design grew out the words Skow
talked about during design meetings, predominantly how
the world of Medea is about to shatter.
“I starting researching glass and mirrors and I found
this image of a framed mirror that I’ve literally put
on stage,” said Jesse Dreikosen, head of design and
production.
The set design will also incorporate the formality

of Greek theatre by having three columns that give a
semblance of order, but start to crumble and break apart.
Behind these columns, the mystical world will take shape
behind a scrim, which appears solid with lit in the front,
but translucent when lit from the back, and will have
disintegrating pieces of mirror that will physically represent Medea’s deteriorating mind. “The stage is like one
big metaphor,” Dreikosen said. “It’s full of gold, brown
and silver colors, but we’ve added touches of green that
create an eerie effect that something’s not right.”
“It’s a classic Greek play but it deals with universal
themes. That’s one of the reasons people still go watch
and produce it,” Skow said. “The ideas presented in the
play are compelling and transcend time.”
-alfredo.aparicio@fiusm.com

FRIDAY, NOV. 2
MADEA

WHEN:
All shows at 8 p.m. Except Sundays at 2 p.m.
HOW MUCH:
General admission is $15 for students, $20 for adults
and $18 for faculty/staff and seniors.
WHERE:
MMC Herbert and Nicole Wertheim Performing Arts
Center Main Stage Theatre.

CALENDAR

FALL 2012 EVENTS
FRIDAY, OCT. 26
FIJI AND AXID HAUNTED HOUSE

WHEN: 6-9 p.m.
HOW MUCH: $5
WHERE: MMC FIJI House

EXCEL ESSENTIALS

WHEN: 10-11 a.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: MMC PC 414

SUPER HEALTH HEROES
RECEPTION

WHEN: 7-9 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: College of Architecture
+ The Arts Miami Beach Urban
Studios 420 Lincoln Road, Suite
440, Miami Beach, 33139

SUNDAY, OCT. 28

SATURDAY, OCT. 27
FIU GREEN GAME

WHEN: 2-9 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: MMC FIU Community Stadium

FIU FOOTBALL VS. WKU

WHEN: 6-10 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: MMC Alfonso Field at FIU
Stadium

OPERA WORKSHOP CONCERT
GOLDEN DAYS!

WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: Concert Hall - Wertheim
Performing Arts Center 10910 SW
17 Street, Miami, FL 33199

NIKE FACTORY
STORE HALLOWEEN
5K INSIDE DOLPHIN
MALL
WHEN: 8-11 a.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: Dolphin Mall

WHEN: 1 p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free
WHERE: MMC

DEADLINE TO DROP A COURSE
WITH A DR GRADE:
OCTOBER 29

TO HAVE YOUR EVENT FEATURED, PLEASE EMAIL:
CALENDAR@FIUSM.COM

ACROSS

For solutions, visit www.boatloadpuzzles.com/playcrossword; Puzzle #: 1

FIU VOLLEYBALL VS MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

DOWN
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TENNIS

New coach brings team orientated approach
STEVEN ROWELL
Contributing Writer
It’s a new place and a new position for Katarina Petrovic.
Petrovic was recently appointed head coach
for the tennis team at FIU. She has embraced
her new position and is looking forward to what
being the head coach at FIU has in stores for
her.
“After I graduated college, I always wanted
to be a coach in tennis,” Petrovic said. “I was
good as a player, and I’m good coach/psychologist. I never always thought I would stay in
tennis, but I knew that if I did this was something [coaching] I wanted to do.”
Though it is the first time Petrovic has been
named the head coach at a school, her experience as being a head coach is not lacking at all.
Before coming to FIU, Petrovic served as the
Interim Head Coach last year at the University
of South Carolina. Before that, Petrovic was a
standout tennis player for the Gamecocks from
1999 to 2002. After graduating from South
Carolina, Petrovic would serve nine seasons as
an assistant coach starting in 2004. Even while
serving as an assistant there were times where it
was like she ran the team, especially last season
when Arlo Elkins stepped down as head coach
while battling cancer.

“For the last two years, I was running the
team by myself. He just kept the title. I did all
the recruiting and basically everything for the
team,” Petrovic said.
After Petrovic’s stint in South Carolina, it is
clear that she is not foreign when it comes to
having head coaching duties, but another thing

I’m good at what I do. I have to be available,
especially when I recruit internationally, sometimes I have to call in the middle of the night
and it’s difficult sometimes,” Petrovic said. “I
am really straight forward, that’s what I think
makes me good at it, and when I recruit players
I want to know a lot about the university, so I

Since I was 12 years old, I played for a national team and it was all about team. I am
always about the team, I never singled any
one out.
Katarina Petrovic
Head Coach
Tennis
she has shown great ability in is her recruiting.
During her tenure at South Carolina, she
managed to recruit talented players year after
year, which contributed to the constant success
South Carolina tennis had during that time.
“It’s a 24-hour job, it’s not just a 9 to 5 job.

have to do a lot of research on FIU so I can let
them know what we can offer.”
Even before becoming a coach at South
Carolina, as a player at South Carolina, it almost
seemed like she was like an assistant coach.
“I was really mature as a player,” Petrovic

said. “As a player I was nicknamed ‘grandma’
because I was mature and I would keep the team
going. I remember one year in the SEC tournament I kept saying our goal was to beat the top
team, and the girls didn’t think it was possible. I
kept on saying we could and we did.”
As coach at FIU, Petrovic stresses practice
and a team first attitude.
“Since I was 12 years old, I played for a
national team and it was all about team, and I
transferred that to the college level. I am always
about the team, I never singled any one out,”
Petrovic said.
With Petrovic’s tenure at South Carolina
now in the rear view mirror, and her career
at FIU beginning, Petrovic sees this program
having the same success, maybe even greater
than what she had at South Carolina.
The first thing Petrovic wants for her new
team is to get them ranked.
“Miami is very attractable to recruits, and
one of my players told me that if I was able
to make Columbia, SC seem like New York
then you will be fine in Miami,” Petrovic said.
“It’s a work in progress and I have to build this
program from scratch. It’s a work in progress
and it’s a challenge that I’m looking forward
to.”
-sports@fiusm.com

FOOTBALL

Younger talent could see considerable playing time
MARIO BUSTO
Contributing Writer
Considered by many
going into the season as the
favorites to win the Sun Belt,
FIU now finds itself eight
games into the season playing
with nothing to lose. Their 1-7
record puts them at the bottom
of the standings but hasn’t
changed a thing for how the
team continues to prepare
for the last four games on the
schedule.
“The philosophy doesn’t
change all year,” said Cristobal. “We’re still going to
play the best guys whether
it’s game one or game eleven.
I don’t think game day is
much of an experiment. If
guys show that they are ready
enough, they are going to
play.”
Expect to see the rotation
of younger players tomorrow
against Western Kentucky.
After Tuesday’s practice Cristobal mentioned 10 underclassmen (8 true freshmen,
and 2 red-shirt) that will be
seeing even more time on
the field: De’Andre Jasper,
Fadol Brown, Nick England,
Darrian
Dyson,
Cody
Horstman, Davison Colimon,
Lamarq Caldwell, Lars Koht,
Michael Wakefield, and
Patrick Jean.
The interior defensive
line, specifically, should see
some rotation this week after
starting defensive tackle,

Isame Faciane, was banged
up against Troy.
“Isame will play,” said
Cristobal. “We’ve had him on
a high rep count all year long.
Now, with guys like Fadol and
Dyson getting more playing
time, and Cody Horstman,
another guy who should play
this week, we’ll be able to
get a better rotation to get the
most out of everybody.”
Don’t think that rotating
in newer players is the main
purpose for preparing for

next season. It is no coincidence that five out of those 10
underclassmen are defensive
lineman.
Western Kentucky brings
a physical running game to
the table with running backs
Antonio Andrews and Leon
Allen leading the way with
a combined 1,074 yards and
eight touchdowns on 192
carries.
In last year’s 10-9 loss to
Western Kentucky, the Hilltoppers ran for 181 yards

behind senior running back
Bobby Rainey.
“They pound it,” said Cristobal. “Their tight ends and
fullback don’t get enough
credit. Those guys are keeping
that offense physical up front.
They play multiple tight ends
and do a great job in the
running game and play action
as well. They stretch the field
with those guys.”
Aside from focusing to
stop the run, FIU seems to
be on the same page from a

coaching and player perspective on one thing: finishing.
“We preach finishing all
the time and I don’t think
that’s what we’re doing,” said
senior running back Darian
Mallary. “There is really
nothing to point to or who
was there. I think it’s a team
thing.”
FIU has done a particularly bad job closing out
games with a consistent effort
this year. The best examples
of this can be seen in the last

Jonathan Segal/The Beacon

The defensive collaspes of the last two weeks have summarized the team’s 1-7 start to the season.

two games against Middle
Tennessee and Troy. In both
those games the Panthers
gave up their lead in the last
minute of the game.
“Last year we found ways
to win the close games,” said
Cristobal. “This year, we’ve
had the close games and
haven’t found the way to win
them. You’re talking about
one possession or play that
can flip the win-loss column.
That’s something we have
certainly had to deal with this
year.”
However, despite the failures of not being able to
close out the last two games,
a positive note can be drawn
from the production of Glenn
Coleman and Willis Wright.
The two receivers on the
outside have combined for
426 yards and four touchdowns in the last two games
and in doing so have opened
up the possibilities for an even
more productive FIU offense.
“Our offense is not only
a threat horizontally. We can
threaten people vertically as
well,” said Cristobal. “When
you can do that you’re opening
up that defense a little more
and it helps you a bunch. Our
offensive is progressing every
week more and more and not
completely healthy either. We
know we can be better and be
an offense that scores even
more points every game.”
-sports@fiusm.com
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MEN’S SOCCER

Season on the brink with two conference games remaining
season, FIU can pick up some wins
against their last two conference
opponents.

FRANCISCO RIVERO
Staff Writer
The historically good start the
FIU men’s soccer team experienced
is a distant memory now as the team
has dropped five of its last six games
and have fallen to a 0-5-1 in conference play.
The Panthers (7-6-2) had no
trouble dealing with non-conference
teams this year posting a record of
(7-1-1). However, the same can’t be
said for conference play where the
Panthers have yet to rack up a win.
Sitting at the basement of the
Conference USA standings, FIU
looks to scratch up some wins in
their final two conference games this
season.
Having lost five conference
games already, the Panthers will
need some help to get into the tournament and Head Coach Kenny Arena
knows now is the time to press.
“We have to win,” said Arena.
“We want to win all of our games
remaining.”
Although
Arena’s
outlook
remains positive, the fact is the
Panthers are facing a tough mountain
to climb. Their final two conference
games are against Memphis and
Tulsa, teams that FIU’s combined
record is 3-12-0.
FADING STARS
As the Panthers’ season began,
we were introduced to two young
players from Germany, forward

FIRST TIME FOR
EVERYTHING
FIU once again looks to pick up
its first win against visiting Marshall
(11-3-1) tomorrow, Oct. 27 at 1 p.m.
The Thundering Herd come to
FIU with a conference record of
(3-3-0) and having won three of their
last seven games.
The Panthers will look to contain
Marshall’s leading scorer forward
Tom Jackson who has eight goal so
far this season. However, Marshall
is not limited to just one goal scorer.
Midfielder Jack Hopkins is
second in scoring for Marshall with
four goals this season. The freshman
out of Birmingham, Ala., will be a
player for the Panthers to keep an eye
on as they defend against Jackson.
Defending will be half the battle
for FIU against Marshall; they will
also have to get through the defense
Jasen Delgado/The Beacon
of goalkeeper Daniel Withrow.
Sophomore Quentin Albrecht has cooled off considerably after starting the season red hot with five goals in Withrow comes into this game with
73 saves collected so far this season.
four games. He has since only scored three goals in the last 11 games.
Withrow also has only allowed a
Quentin Albrecht and goalkeeper success they had earlier this season, gles of forward Colby Burdette, total of seven goals this year.
FIU’s tournament hopes all rest
Robin Spiegel.
both Albrecht and Spiegel need to who has only four goals this season,
Albrecht leads the team in return to their early season form.
and young freshman like midfielder on a win against Marshall tomorrow,
scoring with seven goals this season;
During Albrecht’s first six games, Daniel Gonzalez and midfielder if they lose they will be officially
however, over his last seven games, he was able to rack up a total of six Lucas Di Croce, have affected this eliminated from tournament play and
will have to get back to the drawing
he has only scored two goals. As for goals. While in Spiegel’s first six team.
Spiegel, over the last five games, he games he only allowed five goals
However, if Albrecht and Spiegel board for next season.
has allowed 13 goals.
and recorded two shut outs.
can each perform to the best of their
-francisco.rivero@fiusm.com
For the Panthers to continue the
There’s no doubt that the strug- ability, like they did at the start of this

Beaupre honored as Diver
of the Week for 11th time
SWIMMING, PAGE 8
“It is going to be a test
and we expect to be competitive with them; if we win it
is going to take a great effort
from everyone on the team,
but that is what we need to be
able to do to accomplish our
goal winning conference,”
Head Coach Randy Horner
said.
FIU
diver
Sabrina
Beaupre was named Sun
Belt Conference Diver of the
Week after a great performance against FAU and
FSU.

Beaupre, a junior from
Longueil, Quebec, qualified for the NCAA Zone B
regionals in the 3-meter and
1-meter spring board events
with scores of 275.45 and
292.55, respectively.
This was the 11th time
that Beaupre was named
SBC Diver of the Week to go
along with two SBC Diver of
the Year awards.
Marina Ribi has exploded
onto the FIU swimming
scene this year, especially
after breaking her first
FIU swimming record last
weekend, the 200 fly with a

PANTHER OF THE WEEK

time of 2:04.36.
There were many high
hopes for this transfer from
Tennessee at the start of the
season but no one could have
predicted record breaking
performances in only her
second meet as a Panther.
She is also currently
battling mid week illness and
hopes to be able to perform
this weekend.
“I don’t feel any pressure to perform, I am just
enjoying everything right
now,” Ribi said.
-sports@fiusm.com

WANT TO BE A
WRITER FOR
THE SPORTS
SECTION?
Email sports@fiusm.com if you want to become
a part of the sports team at The Beacon.

Andres Bedoya/The Beacon

Diver Sabrina Beaupre qualified for the NCAA Regionals in both the 3-meter and
1-meter dives with scores of scores of 275.45 and 292.55.
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THREE’S A CROWD?

Students debate the potential of a third-party
MARISOL MEDINA
Contributing Writer
If John Adams once said there is nothing
which I dread so much as the division of the
republic into two great parties, some 200 years
later, he is not alone.
According to Gallup.com, a record-high 40
percent of Americans identified themselves as
Independents in 2011.
The 2012 presidential election has many
candidates but most people on the street will
answer that it is just President Barack Obama and
former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney.
Gidnie Dort, a biology freshman, says she
has decided she will vote for Obama in this election because of his policies concerning financial
aid.
“My schooling is dependent on financial aid
and government support, and if Romney goes
into office, I will rely on loans and I plan to go
med school and I don’t need extra loans on top
of med school,” said Dort.
“I haven’t looked at third party candidates
but I would vote for one of them if I liked their
platform, but I’m not exposed to them as much,”
said Dort.
There are at least a dozen other third party
candidates, out of which Jill Stein and Gary
Johnson are among the strongest candidates,
actually having ballot access in most states.
A majority of the electorate is not familiar
with third party candidates, some don’t even
know of their existence.
Stein is the presidential candidate for the
Green Party, formed in 2001 and advocating
issues such as gay marriage, the legalization of

marijuana, the abolishment of the death penalty,
and environmentalism.
Johnson is the presidential candidate for the
Libertarian Party, founded in 1971 advocating
freedom of speech and opposing any censorship
from the government. Libertarians support a
free-market economy, civil liberties and personal
freedom.
Ignacio Jimeno, a senior in Asian Studies and
International Relations, says he attributes this
to the media and their reluctance to cover more
stories including the third party candidates.
“The media ignores third parties because it is
manipulated by the Democrats and Republicans,
so it’s not in their interests to bring attention to
them,” said Jimeno.
Jimeno points to the Commission for Presidential Debates, which was founded by Democrats and Republicans and is responsible for
organizing presidential debates. He argues it is
the CPD that restricts voter education by only
presenting two candidates.
“They purposely ignore third parties and it
makes sense when you realize it’s a biased organization,” said Jimeno.
Like some voters, Jimeno can’t identify fully
with either of the two main candidates.
“I agree with the Republicans’ economic
policies and I like the Democrats’ social politics, but I can’t identify with either. The way the
system works, it forces voters who don’t identify
with major parties, to end up voting for the one
that’s slightly better than the one they dislike,”
he said.
Armando Pardillo, a chemistry graduate
student, is so disenchanted with the way the
political system works that he isn’t going to

SWIMMING

Panthers head to
Fort Myers for
meet with Eagles
OSCAR BALDIZON
Contributing Writer
The grind is starting for the FIU
women’s swim team. This upcoming
meet against Florida Gulf Coast
University will be the third meet in
as many weekends. Simultaneously,
the ladies are entering the toughest
part of their season when the training
is the hardest as they prepare to take
on the Eagles on Oct. 26 in Fort
Myers, Fla.
Sonia Perez is coming off another
stellar week where she battled mid
week illness to help her team defeat
FAU. She hasn’t failed to finish out
side of the top three in any of her
events this year, and has claimed first
place in all her races this year except
two.
“We are in the toughest part of the
season but I expect to do better each
week,” said Perez.
Klara Andersson, a sophomore from Sweden, is beginning to

emerge as a force to watch out for.
She finished last week’s meet with a
third place finish in the 100 freestyle
with a time of 53.29 seconds. Before
coming to FIU she competed at the
Swedish Nationals and the Swedish
Youth Nationals since 2006. After
a rocky freshmen year she is beginning to really enter a groove and
swim well.
“I try not to think about expectations that much, I just get out there
and go and do my best,” Andersson
said.
FGCU is 1-1 this year after losing
to Florida State in their first meet and
beating Miami last week. The Eagles
finished with eight first-places, 10
second-places and five third-place
finishes against Miami. They have
won their conference championship
every year since they have had a
team, and have a very deep team that
can compete well in all events.

SEE SWIMMING, PAGE 7

The media ignores third parties because it is
manipulated by the Democrats and
Republicans, so it’s not in their interests to
bring attention to them.
Ignacio Jimeno
Senior
Asian Studies and International Relations
bother voting.
“The system is already so corrupt that it
seems pointless. I almost wish nobody would
vote, because if nobody voted it would show
that the public doesn’t trust the system,” he said.
Pardillo says he would vote for Johnson, but
the fact that Johnson doesn’t have a real chance
of winning dissuades him from trying.
“I got really excited with Ron Paul, I really
thought he had a chance, but then I saw that
the corruption was so strong that they were
still able to squash the whole movement and I
decided America wasn’t ready for it; they are
still asleep,” said Pardillo.
Luis Rivera, a junior and double major in
finance and Italian, is the treasurer for the Young
Americans for Liberty organization at FIU.
Rivera says the organization strives to expose
students to an alternative school of thought, one
different from the mainstream Democrats and
Republicans.

“We are not exposed to an alternative school
of thought. We are exposed to very inconsistent Republicans and Democrats,” said Rivera.
“I believe the Libertarian party is the only one
that doesn’t contradict itself. Libertarians tend to
be more critical thinkers; they are for civil liberties and for minimal spending. In other words,
they’re fiscal conservatives.”
Rivera sees the day when a third party candidate takes office, and he believes the Libertarian
party is the one that has the highest possibilities.
“Also, voters shouldn’t be afraid of ‘wasting
their vote’ when voting for a third party candidate. They should do it for the future. Romney
and Obama are extremely similar, and we know
one of them is going to win. So it doesn’t really
make a difference who wins. Voters should plan
for the future and try to grow these third parties
so there could be a third option,” he said.
-bbc@fiusm.com

FREE FOOD? SoBe IT!

Sana Ullah/The Beacon

Associate dean of the Chaplin School of Hospitality and Tourism Management, Mohammad Qureshi,
introduced the South Beach Wine and Food Festival outside of the Carnival Student Center at the
2013 SoBeWFF Kickoff to students interested in registering to volunteer. The 2013 SoBeWFF will
be from Feb. 21 to the 24. In 2012, about 1,100 students registered to volunteer for the festival.
According to Qureshi, this festival is good for networking and gaining several different job opportunities as well as scholarships depending on the amount of dedication put towards the event. CSHTM
has saved about $7.5 million from the festival that now funds their construction of the new teaching
lab restaurant.

